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Theoretical Perspective   

of Research 
Typical patterns of research 

execution  
Underlying view on methodology 

and/or theories of particular approach Adapted from Saunders et al, 2007 

Cara sistematik untuk men-justifikasi 

pernyataan melalui proses verifikasi 

dengan cara numerik 

Cara sistematik untuk mendapatkan 

temuan yang dapat mendukung 

pernyataan melalui telaah atas makna, 

fenomena, dan pola  



• Reality consists of what is available to the 
senses – that is, what can be seen, smelt, 
touched, etc. 

• Inquiry should be based upon scientific 
observation (as opposed to philosophical 
speculation), and therefore on empirical inquiry. 

• The natural and human sciences share common 
logical and methodological principles, dealing 
with facts and not with values. 

• Ideas only deserve their incorporation into 
knowledge if they can be put to the test of 
empirical experience.  

Positivism 
Theoretical Perspective 

Adapted from Saunders et al, 2007 



Interpretivism 
Theoretical Perspective 

Adapted from Crotty (1998) 

Inquiry into ‘culturally derived and historically 

situated interpretations of the social life-world’ 
(Crotty, 1998: 67).  

• Reality consist of what is being valued, 

understood, and act upon 

• Inquiry be based upon context, and therefore 

contextual inquiry 

• It deals with values and meanings 
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Answer according to 

mathematical proof 

Answer according to 

observed phenomena 









From general to specific 

Based on Theory / Underlying Knowledge 

Set of Hypothesis 

Analysis + Synthesis 

Confirmation 

From specific to general 

Based on Observation 

Pattern, Accumulated facts 

Tentative Hypothesis / Assumption 

Proposed Theory 







Quantitative  A formal, objective, systematic process in 

which numerical data are utilized to obtain 

information (Burns-Grove in Cormack, 1991, p 140)  

Qualitative  -A formal, objective, systematic process in 

which- findings not arrived at by means of 

statistical procedure or other means of 

quantification (Strauss-Corbin, 1990)  

To quantify variations 

To predict causal relationship 

To describe characteristic of a population  

To describe variations 

To describe and explain relationship 

To describe individual experience or group norms 









"There are lies, damn lies and statistics."   
Samuel Langhorne Clemens et al 







Adapted from Saunders et al, 2007, 

Crotty, 1999 





Purpose of  

Inquiry 

Adapted from Robson, 1993 

A reason, intention, or purpose for 

investigating 

Exploratory 

To find out what is happening 

To seek new insight 

To define things 

To assess phenomena 

Usually (not necessarily) qualitative 

Descriptive 

Explanatory 

To portray accurate events, profiles, or 

situations 

Requires extensive previous knowledge  

Maybe qualitative or quantitative 

Seeks an explanation of a situation or 

problem (usually causal relationship) 

Maybe quantitative or qualitative 

Tujuan melakukan pengkajian / 

telaah / investigasi / tinjauan 



Exploratory 

Usually use How or Why 

     Variables unknown 

     Context-bound 

     Appropriately use case studies 

Descriptive 

Explanatory 

Usually use who, what, where, how 

many, how much 

     Variables identified 

     Context-bound 

     Appropriately use survey 

Usually use How or Why 

     Variables identified 

     Context-free 

     Causal relationship 

     Appropriately use experiment 

Adapted from Robson, 1993 

Purpose of  

Inquiry 



Explore Ideas 

Expose Values 

Observe Identity 

Sustain Environment  

Exploratory 

Descriptive 

Explanatory 

Compare ideas 

Observe phenomena 

Evaluate object 

Identify pattern 

Compare object 

Identify relationship 

Evaluate effect 

Measure element 

Observation 

Interview 

Documentary 

Analysis  

Survey 

Questionnaire 

Structured interview 

Image analysis 

Experiment 

Questionnaire 

Sampling 

Measurement 

Exploring new object, 

ideas, values 

Exposing applied 

concept, ideas, 

values 

Exposing causal 

relationship, 
similarities/differences 

of object 





 



bright, not luxurious, not 
formal, less modern, less 
comfortable 

bright, luxurious, modern, 
formal, highly comfortable  
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