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Qualitative  A formal, objective, systematic process in 

which- findings not arrived at by means of 

statistical procedure or other means of 

quantification (Strauss-Corbin, 1990)  

Explore topics in more 

depth and details 

 

Flexible in terms of 

location and timing  

   



Qualitative Approach 

is used when research 

is… To explore a topic or an idea 
(exploiting, creating, developing, or designing) 

To describe an event or a 

phenomenon 

To gain insights into a target’s life-

style, culture, motivations, 

behaviors, and preferences 

To understand reasons 

To collect input from various 

sources 

To explore meanings of an object 

or event 
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Interview Interview 













Observation 









Sample of 
Non Participatory 

Analysis of 

Observation 



Syarief, Achmad. 2000. Observing ASU Hayden Library 

Entrance. Assignment Paper for DSC624 Qualitative Method 

in Design Research. School of Design, Arizona State 

University: AZ, USA  

 

• Wide-swing door = heavy 

• As the door will close 

mechanically, users look for the 

easiest path to enter 

 

 



Dimensions  

Of 

Observation 





Content 

Analysis 











Sample of  

Qualitative Research in  

Design Studies 





Karakter Visual dan Gaya Ilustrasi Naskah 

Lama di Jawa (Periode 1800 – 1920) 
Hidden-Order dan Hidden-Power pada 

Ruang Terbuka Publik 
Studi Kasus: Lapangan Cikapundung, Bandung 



Common 

Methodology of 

Qualitative Modes 



Study of structures of consciousness as 

experienced from the first-person point of 

view (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2008) 

 

Appearances of things; things as they 

appear in our experiences  

Thought 

Imagination 

Emotion 

Desire  

Volition (:: intention, choice, preference) 

Look for conscious experiences 

and their ‘conditional’ intentions 





Study of socio-cultural phenomena 

through detail observations of what 

people actually do (Johnson, 2000: p 111)  

 

Subjective and collective understandings of 

cultural phenomena of a community 

Descriptive 

Cultural immersion (:: involvement) 

Induce theory 

ETHNOGRAPHY 





Macro  Study of broadly-defined cultural groupings 

Sunda, Jawa, Indonesia 

Micro  Study of narrowly-defined cultural groupings 

Anggota dewan, penegak hukum 

Emic  Study on how members of given culture 

perceive their world 

Tetua adat, pemuda, ibu-ibu 

Etic  Study on how non members of given culture 

perceive the world of particular group 

Keluarga jauh, kelompok lain 



A Visual Ethnography of the World’s 

Last Living Nomads 
by Maria Popova 

 

.............what we can learn about climate 

change from Inuit whale hunters. 
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