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PROBLEM WITH SUBJUNCITIVE
In English, the subjunctive is a grammatical mood that is used to express an unreal situation such as a wish, possibility, or action that may or may not happen. The most common occurrences of the subjunctive that students are likely to encounter include sentences reporting suggestions, the second conditional, and sentences with “wish”
1. The subjunctive form is used for reporting suggestions. Certain verbs (that I like to call verbs of suggestion to help students easily pick them out) in the independent (main) clause will result in the base form of the verb in the dependent “that” clause. Point out this pattern to students:

Verb of suggestion + that + base verb

The subjunctive form is also used for giving strong suggestions or commands. Certain adjectives (that I call adjectives of importance to help students remember) in the independent clause will result in the base form of the verb in the dependent “that” clause. Point out this pattern to students:

Adjective of importance + that + base verb
It  means, some verbs, nouns, and expressions requires a subjunctive. A subjunctive is a change in the usual form of the verb. A subjunctive is often a verb word in English.

	Importance –Subjunctive Verbs. 

Remember that the following verbs are used before that and the word in the clause to express importance
	Ask, demand, desire, insist, prefer, propose, recommend, request, require, suggest, urge.
	a.I propose that the vote be secret ballot.

b. The doctor suggested that she not smoke.

c. Mr. Johsons prefers that she speak with him personally.



	Importance-Impersonal expression.

Remember that the following adjectives are used in impersonal expression.
	Essential, imperative, important, necessary
	It is important to verify the data.

or

It is important that the data be verified.
It is imperative to  sign your identification card.


It is necessary ……. The approaches to abridge, the road design, and the alignment in such way as to best accommodate the expected traffic over and under it.

Plan 

B. to plan 

C. planning
D. the plan

Jawaban yang benar B karena kata sifat (adjective) necessary diikuti dengan to infinitive ( to plan).
Less moderate members of Congress are insisting that changes in the social security system… made.

A.Will

B. are 

C. being
D. be

Jawaban yang benar D karena sebuah clause yang menggunakan insist maka clausa tersebut akan menggunakan subjunctive (A subjunctive is a change in the usual form of the verb. A subjunctive is often a verb word in English.) Kalimat di atas memerlukan to be karena merupakan passive, maka verb word adalah Be.

3.It  is imperative…… on time.

A. That you are 
B. to be 
C. being 
D. you be
Imperative merupakan adjective dan memerlukan to infinitive  dan subjunctive. Oleh karena itu, jawaban yang benar adalah to be (B).

4.Incorrect: His requirement is that everyone is computer literate.

Correct: His requirement is that everyone be computer literate. 
(Subordinate clause follows main clause with a demand/ requirement)

Incorrect: He recommended that each driver reports his tips.

Correct: He recommended that each driver report his tips.

2.The Subjunctive Mood 

A verb is in the subjunctive mood when it expresses a condition which is doubtful or not factual. It is most often found in a clause beginning with the word if (second conditional)
The subjunctive mood of the verb to be is be in the present tense and were in the past tense, regardless of what the subject is.

Incorrect: If I was you, I would run.

Correct: If I were you, I would run. 
(The verb follows if and expresses a non-factual condition.)

Incorrect: I wish he was able to type faster.

Correct: I wish he were able to type faster. 
(The second verb is in a clause following a verb expressing a wish. It also suggests a non-factual or doubtful condition.)

3. Wish 

Another case where the subjunctive is used in English is with the verb wish. When wish is used in the independent clause, the be verb always takes the form were in the dependent clause when there is a present or future meaning. This confuses students for two reasons: 1) Why do we use a past verb when our meaning is present or future? 2) Why don’t we use was for the first and third persons singular? Again, we use were to indicate a hypothetical or unreal situation. It’s good to get them to memorize the pattern wish + were.
I wish I were able to go to Vegas with you next month, but there’s no way I can get the time off work.

She wishes that she were taller.

Note about wish and hope:
Wish indicates an impossible or unlikely situation (much like the second conditional); use were, a past verb, a past perfect verb, or would + verb.

I wish you would stop growing so fast.

Hope indicates a possible situation (much like the first conditional); use will + verb.

I hope you will feel better soon.

Look at this example, do your task like this.

1. I wish she was here now to help me type the report.
     A
      B

    C
         C

“Was”  is incorrect because in  wish clause use the subjunctive “were” for unreal situation. 

2. I think it is necessary that your dog  are  kept on a leash while in this area
     A

B

C


D
“are” is incorrect because necessary is one of the adjectives of  importance and require  base word. The base word of to be is “be”. The correct answer  is “be kept”

3. If I was in your position, I would leave him.
A
B

C
     D

   “was” is incorrect  because in second conditional, it’s unreal situation and we should use 
  “were” in the past tense. 
